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A . BIAFRAN VISI T

I . DURING MARCH 21—23 STAY IN BIAFRA ALL OFFICIA L

CONTACTS TRIED TO ENGAGE FERGUSON IN POLITICAL ASPECT S

CIVIL WAR BUT HE REJECTED ALL EFFORTS ON GROUNDS HI S

ROLE PURELY HUMANITARIAN . FERGUSON IMPRESSED WIT H
DETERMINATION BIAFRANS ALL LEVELS TO CONTINUE FIGH T
AGAINST FMG BUT ALSO SENSED THAT AT SAME TIME MAN Y
BELIEVE FIGHT HOPELESS AND BIAFRA DOOMED SOONER O R

LATER . FERGUSON TOLD BY MANY BIAF RANS AND HIMSEL F
BELIEVES FMG BOMBING OF CIVILIANS HAS BEEN GREATES T
UNIFYING FACTOR IN BIAFRA DURING PAST SIX MONTHS .

2 . ON RELIEF ROUTES OJUKWU TOOK FOLLOW ING POSITION S

IN LONG TALK AFTERNOON MARCH 2 3:
A. FOR SECURITY REASONS BIAFRA COULD NOT AGRE E

TO USE OF ULI AIRSTRIP FOR DAYLIGHT RELIEF FLIGHTS .
B. AS OPILAGO AREA NOW CONTESTED AND FOR OTHE R

REASONS BIAFRA COULD NOT AGREE TO ANY USE OF OBILAG O

AIRSTRIP FOR RELIEF FLIGHTS DAY OR NIGHT .

C. ONLY REAL SOLUTION FOR RELIEF FLIGHTS W AS NEW
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AIRSTRIP AS PROPOSED BY CANADIAN AND OTHER CHURCH GROUPS .
FERGUSON MADE CLEAR HE COULD NOT SUPPORT NEW AIRSTRIP FO R
REASONS SET FORTH LA ST PARAGRAPH LAGOS 241 9.
D . OF SURFACE ROUTES BIAFRA PREFERRED NIGER RIVE R
TO OGUTA BUT OJUKWU CONCEDED THAT THIS ROUTE PRESENTE D
SERIOUS LOGISTICAL AND POLITICAL P ROBLEMS .
E. AFTER BEING ASSURED CALABAR IKOT OKPORO ROUT E

WAS US AND NOT FMG IDEA OJUKWU DISCUSSED IT OBJECTIVEL Y
AND SAID IT OFFERED POSSIBILITIES WHICH HE AND HI S
ASSOCIATES WOULD EXPLORE . HE STATED HOWEVER THAT LAGO S
COULD NOT RPT NOT BE USED AS STAGING AREA FOR RELIE

F SUPPLIES DESTINED FOR BIAFRA. OF THREE ALTERNATIVE OPERATION S
OJUKWU GREATLY PREFERRED USE OF HELICOPTERS. NEXT CHOIC E
WAS BARGING UP CROSS RIVER. TRUCK ROUTE THROUGH FEDERA L
TERRITORY WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE ONLY WITH US GUARANTEE O R
OTHER GUARANTEE QTE OF SIMILAR QUALITY UNQOTE AGAINS T
TAMPERING WITH RELIEF SHIPMENTS W HILE ON ROAD .
F . AFTER INITIAL RESISTANCE OJUKWU SAID HE WOUL D
BE WILLING TO SEND R EPRESENTATIVE TO MEET FMG REPRESENTA -
TIVE TO DISCUS CALABAR IKOT OKPORO ROUTE . HIS CONDITION S
WERE THAT IT BE PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THAT MEETING WOULD TAK E

PLACE FOR SP ECIFIC PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING RELIEF ROUTES BU T
THAT NEGOTIATIONS SH OULD BE STRICTLY SECRET . ANY LEAK S
OR BREACHES OF CONFIDENCE WOULD KILL WHOLE PROJECT . OJUKW U
THOUGHT BEST VENUE FOR MEETING WOULD BE WASHINGTON WHIC H
FERGUSON SAID UNLIKELY APPEAL TO USG . OJUKWU RULED OUT AN Y
EUROPEAN SITE BUT SAID WOULD ACCEPT MOST PLACES IN AFRIC A
EXCEPT LAGOS AND ADDIS . HE THOUGHT DAKAR MIGHT BE GOOD
VENUE .

3. FERGUS ON GIVEN AIDE-MEMOIRE SETTING FORTH BIAFRA N

POSITION ON RELIEF WHICH IN SEPTEL . THIS PAPER DATE D
MARCH 20 AND ACCORDINGLY DOES NOT ADDR ESS ITSELF T O
CALABAR IKOT OKPORO ROUTE .
B . RETURN VISIT TO LAGO S

4. FERGUSON REPORTED RESULTS HIS TALKS WITH OJUKWU T O
GOWON AND ARIKPO MAR CH 25. THEY NOT SURPRISED AT OJUKW U
REJECTION USE ULI OR OBILAGO AND MADE POINT THIS PROVE D
ONCE AGAIN IT REBEL REGIME AND NOT FMG WHICH BLOCKIN G
ADEQUATE R ELIEF	 TO BIAFRA .
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5. GOWON AND ARIKPO CAUTIOUSLY ENCOURAGED BY OJUKW U

VIEW CALABAR IKOT OKPORO ROUTE HAD POSSIBILITIES . GOWO N

BRISTLED WHEN FERGUSON REPORTED OJUKWU STATEMENT LAGO S

COULD NOT BE USED AS STAGING AREA BUT DID NOT COMMEN T.

GOWON SAID HE WOULD BE WILLING SEND FMG REPRESENTATIV E

TO MEET REBEL REPRESENTATIVE SOMEWHERE IN AFRICA (H E

THOUGHT NIAMEY WOULD BE GOOD SITE) AND APPARENTLY CONCURRE D

IN PROPOSAL THAT NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BE STRICTLY SECRET .

HE ASKED FOR INFORMATION IN WRITING ON BIAFRAN POSITIO N

AND ON CALABAR IKOT OKPORO ROUTE WHICH COULD RE STUDIE D

BY HIS ADVISERs. FERGUSON AGREED PROVIDE MEMO WIT H

TWO ATTACHMENTS: BIAFRAN AIDE-MEMOIRE AND LOGISTICA L

DESCRIPTION (WHICH WILL BE DRAWN FROM STATE 44790 (NOTAL) .

MEMO AND LOGISTICAL DESCRIPTION FORTHCOMING IN SEPTEL .

6. FERGUSON TOLD GOWON THAT HE WAS CONVINCED SOM E NA F

ATTACKS ON CIVILIANS 1N REBEL TERRITORY HAD BEEN DELIBERATE ,

AND HE HAD SEEN PIECE OF BOMB WHICH WAS OF FRAGMENTATIO N

RATHER THAN CONCUSSION TYPE, THUS INDICATING PEOPLE RATHE R

THAN STRUCTURES WERE TARGET . HE STRESSED THAT HI S

IMPRESSION WAS THAT BOMBING HAD SERVED AS MAJOR UNIFYIN G

FORCE AMONG REBELS . GOWON LISTENED SADLY MADE NO ATTEMP T

TO REFUTE FERGUSON'S STATEMENTS, COMMENTED THAT HIS OW N

INTE LLIGENCE CONFIRM ED THAT BOMBING HAD STIFFENED REBELS '

WILL TO RESIST BUT SAID FMG WOULD HAVE TO CONTIN UE AI R

STRIKES AGAINST MILITARY TARGETS IN EFFORT BRING WAR TO END .

7. FERGUSON ON MARCH 24 GAVE UK HICOM FULL BRIEFING O N

TALK WITH 0JUKWU. LATE AFTERNOON MAR CH 25 FERGUSON ME T

WITH CHIEFS OF MISSION OF DONOR GOVERNMENTS AND GAVE THE M

MORE GENERAL BRIEFING ON HIS ACTIVITIES TO DATE. HE GAV E

NO DETAILS RE SURFACE ROUTES. SCANDINAVIAN CANADIA N

AND DUTCH CHIEFS OF MISSION AS WELL AS UK HAVE HOWEVE R

SOME KNOWLEDGE OF CALABAR IKOT OKPORO ROUT E.

8. DANISH AMBASSADOR ON BEHALF ALL NORDICS SUBSEQUENTL Y

SUGGESTED TO FERGUSON THAT IT WOULD BE VERY HELPFUL I F

FERGUSON COULD BE PRESENT AT NEXT MEETING NORDIC FOREIG N

MINISTERS IN COPENHAGEN ON APRIL 23. FERGUSON SAID H E

WOULD BE GLAD CONSIDER THIS •

GP-3 .
MATHEWS
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